
Creating a Parent Record when Importing a Child Record in Pipelines 
 

Introduction 
When importing records into a child table, there may be children records that belong to parents that do 
not yet exist. This pipeline will create the new parent record from data contained in the imported child. 

Requirements for this pipeline to work: 

The tables in this workflow must contain the following: 

• The parent table must have a custom key field 
• To save step runs, you need a lookup field that can be used to identify if a parent already 

exists 

NOTE: This process does not work in grid edit. When interacting with a reference field, or proxy, in 
grid edit, you can only select from already existing parents and not create new values. 

 

Overview 
 

Overview of app structure 

 

This is a simplified and very general example of what you may experience when your customer has 
tables with real names. The Parent Table will be replaced by the actual parent in your customer’s 
relationship and the Child Table will be replaced by whatever table is the child in the relationship. 

The fields listed in this example are: 

Parent Table 



1. Parent Name 
o An identifier of the individual parent record. For this process to work, this identifier 

must be the key field of the table. In this example it’s a text field. 
2. Record ID# 

o Default Record ID# of the table. Will help to identify if a parent already exists when 
adding a child 

Child Table 

1. Child Name 
o Text field on the child record, added context (not important to the process) 

2. Parent Name Manual 
o Reference field of the relationship. Connects the child to correct parent when that value 

exists 
3. Parent Name Manual – Record ID# 

o Lookup field from the parent on the child. Helps to identify if a parent already exists. 
This field can be replaced by a field of your choosing. I use Record ID# because it is 
always guaranteed to have a value if a parent of the same Parent Name Manual value 
exists. Helps condition the pipeline trigger to only fire when a parent doesn’t exist.  

Overview of Pipeline 

This Pipeline has the following steps: 

• Step A: Trigger – When a record is added 
o This step checks a lookup field to see if the imported child has a value that matches an 

existing parent. 
• Step B: Add a Record 

o Create the new parent 

Guided Instructions 
 

Pipeline Step A: Tigger – When a Record is Added 

Step A triggers the pipeline when a new child record is added.  

The step in this example includes an optional condition that only triggers the pipeline if the child record 
being imported contains data for a parent that doesn't exist 



 

Set up: 

1. Create a new pipeline and give it a name 
2. Open the Quick Base channel, then open the Records category  
3. Drag Record Created trigger onto the canvas 
4. In Account, select your user token or enter a new one 
5. In Table, select the child in which the new records will be added 
6. In Fields, select the fields you want to use in other steps 
7. Under Query add a condition and select the validating lookup field and "is not set". This example 

uses the parent record’s Rcord ID# (Parent Name Manual – Record ID#) 
a. You want to confirm that this child record should create a parent record because one 

has not been found through the relationship 



Note: "Is not set" is akin to null or not having a value 

Step B: Add a Parent record 

Step B adds the new parent based on information included in the imported child record.  

Note: This step will return an error for duplicate new parent values in the Activity Log, but the 
pipeline will continue to run and create unique parents. The error will prevent duplicate new 
parents from being created because of the custom key field. The pipeline will create one new 
parent of that value, and then it won’t be able to create any more non-unique values. 

 

Set up: 

1. Drag the Create Record step onto the canvas as Step B 
2. Select your user token again 
3. Choose the parent table on which you want to create the new record 
4. Under Fields, choose the field values that you want to populate 
5. Drag field values from Step A into the corresponding fields 

 


