
Building Table-to-Table (T2T) Imports using Pipelines 
 

Introduction 
 

You may have used automations to trigger a Quick Base table-to-table (T2T) import. You can achieve a 
similar outcome in a pipeline using actions available in the Quick Base channel’s Bulk Record Sets 
category. This method has some advantages over using automations to trigger an import, such as the 
ability to choose values in a multiple-choice field. 

Overview 
 

Overview of example pipeline 

The basic T2T pipeline has the following steps: 

• Step A: Prepare Bulk Record Upsert - identifies your destination table. 
o “Upsert” is short for update or insert. The behavior is similar to that of an import. Based 

on a matching unique identifier, records that already exist are updated and new records 
are created. 

• Step B: Search the Records and identify the source table 
o  Then, for each found record: 

§ Step C: Add Bulk Upsert Row – prepares the found records to be upserted 
• Step D: Commit Upsert – import the records from Step B into the table identified in Step A 



 

 

 

Guided Instructions 
 

Pipeline Step A: Prepare Bulk Upsert 

Step A identifies the destination table into which you want to import. 



 

Set up: 

1. Create a new pipeline and give it a name 
2. Open the Quick Base channel, then open the Bulk Record Sets category 
3. Drag the Prepare Bulk Record Upsert action onto the canvas 
4. In the Account input field, select your user token or enter a new one 
5. In the Table input field, select the table into which you want to import 
6. In the Fields input field, identify the fields you want to populate 
7. In the Merge input field, select a unique field for the import to reference. The pipeline uses this 

field to identify if a record should be added or updated 
NOTE: The merge field must be marked as unique within Quick Base to appear as an option in 
this input. 

Step B: Search for related tasks 

Step B identifies the source data that you will import into the table defined in Step A. 



 

Set up: 

1. Drag the Search Records action onto the canvas as Step B 
2. Select your user token again 
3. Select the source table that stores the data you want to import 
4. Under Fields, choose the field values that store the data you want to import. These fields will be 

used in Step C 
Note: You can choose to add a query to limit the number of records searched or leave it blank to 
include all records in the table. If you choose to query, make sure to include that field in the 
Fields input 

Step C: "For each" Step B result create an upsert row 

Step C prepares the records found in Step B to be upserted. 



 

 

Set up: 

1. Drag the Add a Bulk Upsert Row action onto the canvas under the Do branch as Step C 
2. In the Bulk Record Set box, choose the Prepared Bulk Record Upsert to which to add the row. 

This will populate the step with the fields identified in the Prepare Bulk Record Upsert step (Step 
A in this example) 

3. Populate the field inputs with the appropriate data values from Step B by dragging the field 
values from the available fields panel 
Note: Source field types much match the destination field types. 

Pipeline Step D: Commit the upsert 

Step D performs the Bulk Upsert. This step occurs on the main branch and not within the Do branch.    



 

Set up: 

1. In the Bulk Record Set input field, choose the Bulk Record Upsert you want to perform 

Note: This step will show two rows in the Activity Log, one for input and output. It only takes 1 step-
run, but it's set up that way to illustrate how the pipeline is running. 

 

Remember to thoroughly test the pipeline before adding any additional steps to make sure it is 
working correctly. Keep in mind that testing uses step runs. When testing your pipeline, pick a small 
subset of the data to minimize the step runs used for the test. Adding conditions in the search step (Step 
B) will allow you to control the number of records upserted, minimizing the number of step runs used. 

 

 

 


